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af detta land, utan uppviicker iifven hos, dtminstone, tinkaren
hvad vart folks framtid betriiffar, dels forhoppningar och dels far-
higor. En friga liknande den af tvenne fordom dags foriildrar,
med afseende pd sin sons framtid framstiilda: “hvad minde blifva
af detta barnet?”, vill iifven med afseende pi oss smyga sig fram:
hvad mande blifva af det svenska folket 1 Amerika?

Négon torde inviinda, att det dr forsent att silunda friga,
alldenstund svenskarnes éxistens i detta land Hr tvd hundra fem-

tio-irig, under hvilken tid man hunnit att hifda det svenska

namnet,

Sant dir att lofsiigande tal hafva 1 dag sivitl pd engelska som
svenska hallits ofver oss och mycket af det sagda torde halla
profvet — kanske att sant idr att svenskarne af amerikanerna 1
minga afseenden och det med all ritt vunnit deras fortroende och
aktning, och detta 1 allsynnerhet for sin idoghet och riittskiinsla.
Men dérar voro vi, om vi under allt detta blundade for vara na-
tionella brister. Och dubbelt diraktiga voro vi, om vi efter att
dessa loftal forklingat, gingo hem hvar och en till sitt och lade
oss satt hvila pad denna sjelfbelitenhetens kudde: vi svenskar 1
Amerika #ro idealet bland nationaliteterna; vi hafva nitt hojden
af utbildning och framgfng, Ingenting ir si hiimmande for ett
folks framging, som att makligt ligga sig | i sjelfbelitenhetens
hydra.

Jag vill ingalunda med denna framstillning soka afkyla den
radande enthusiasmen, nej, fasthiilla den genom att dels rikta tan-
ken pi vira nationella brister och att dels mojligen sporra oss att
e] stanna 1 loppet af det som hojer oss till en storhet men 1 stiillet
jaga framat till en hogre standpunkt sfvil i intellektuelt och so-

cialt som ock moraliskt och religitst hiinseende,

Visserligen #ir det sant att pd dtskilliga omrdden icke litet
gjorts for vart folks bista, Manga villgbrenhetens och bild-
ningens institutioner hafva blomstrat upp ibland oss, men uppen-
bart #r att upphofsmiinnen hirtill utgoras 1 alltfall af endast
en brikdel af vart folk. Ibland massorna pagdr utan tvifvel en

rorelse och verksamhet, som lik en vildig vig rullar fram for att

hindra sann verklig bildning och utveckling. Siliinge man foor-
aktar gudsfrukt-an och n}'kterlwt, och i stillet lofordar drycken-
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ledare och uppfostrare. Desse skulle omviinda och fostra folket,
men se, folket har omviindt och fostrat dem efter sitt godtycke.
Nej, predikstolen, pressen och skolan behtfva renas och helgas.
Vi behdfva mer och mer min som viaga 1 tal och skrift std fram
for sanning och riitt.  Endast pd den viigen kunna vi sasom ett
folk framatskrida till en storhet som icke iir inbillad utan verklig,
en storhet som ifven &r erkind pa hogre ort.

Till slut, 14tom oss frin och med denna fest vakna upp ofver
hvad vi verkligen iiro och hvad vi som ett folk i detta land kun-

na varda och derefter striicka oss,

“Hor oss Svea’’ was sung by the chorus, and an ‘*Ode’’ by
Mr. D. Nyvall, read as follows:

Ett folk af hoga nord
Frin gamla Sveas jord
I hiirnad lag.
Da briindes stider ned
Af nordisk berserk vred,
Och fafingt sbdern stred
Mot vikings tig.

Men pi den brinda jord
Fick vilden hira ord
Om hvite Krist.
Och med ett krossadt mod
Den grymme viking stod,
Och hjeltens klinga god
Ej bet till sist.

Se'n efter hundra ar

Frin Sverige dter gir
Ett vikingtag.

Med spaden i sin hand

Att odla nya land

De gd mot denna strand
Pi vestervig.

En konung siinde dem
Frin nordens kiira hem
Till denna kust.

Iians ddla hjelterad,

Om ej till stora dad,

Sa dock till fliten brad
Dem ingaf lust.
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Med korsets helga ord
Till indianens jord
De skulle gi.
Det var kung Gustafs bud
Att evangelii ljud
Igenom dem fran Gud
Dit skulle na.

Lef, dyra minne, in

Och fostra bland oss miin
Af denna stam,

Att gammal nordisk dygd

I hemmen gifva skygd

Och hjeltar fosterbygd
Hiir skapar fram.

Rev. C. A. Swensson, president of the board of directors of
Bethany College, Lindsborg, Kan., delivered the following ad-
dress: _

MR. PRESIDENT: I am glad to notice that you feel better
after listening to the magnificent addresses of this afternoon
than you did at one o’clock. The rain seared you. Did you
not remember the old Swedish saying, that the more rain on
the wedding day, the brighter will the future be? This is a
wedding occasion. The first two hundred and fifty years of
Swedish-American history have to-day, and by this occasion,
been united with bonds of love and memory to the common his-
tory of the American nation.

Mr. President, in building up a new and mighty nation
like the American people, the leading spirits should make
evident that same spirit of wisdom that farmers and stock
raisers always show. They should understand the value of
good blood. I stand here on this occasion, Mr. President,
proud of the opportunity to say that we Swedes are of good
stock, that we are and have always been of good blood. We
are made out of reliable materials. The good Lord did not
use any wood in the construction of our upper story. The
Swedes have been a free people for 2,000 years. They were
never slaves. They never could be. Death is always to
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them preferable to slavery. Ourearly form of government was
patriarchal and republican. The Swedish farmer Spoke di-
rectly and without fear to the Swedish king about the griev-
ances and wishes of the people. The present king of Sweden
has a more limited power than the president of the United
States. We come of the Viking stock. Nor mandy, in France,

and England herself, has received some of its best blood from
the Norse Vikings. It was a race of heroes. The United
States, and more especially Minnesota, is getting a great deal
of thissplendid element among the 1ap1dly 1ncreasing popula-
tion.

You have heard a great deal of the Swedes to-day. Let
me ask you, Mr. President, why did the Swedes come to
America?

The Swedes came to America not because they wanted to
make a fuss. We are not made that way. There is no dy-
namite or red flags in the composition of Swedish character.
We have no cause for making a disturbance. The freedom
and intelligence of Sweden (Sweden has a much smaller per
cent of illiteracy than Massachusetts, the paradise of the
school ma’ams and philosophers,) preclude the possibility of
any success for anarchistic or nihilistic doctrines among our
people. Yes, I have heard of one nihilist over in Sweden, a
tailor called Palm. He is the laughing stock of king (md
peasant alike. In America neither you nor I, nor anybody
else, ever heard of a Swedish anarchist. We never will.
Tyranny, ignorance, military despotism, arbitrary police gov-
ernment, with atheism and bad beer or whisky added in suf-
ficient quantities, make anarchists. That is the reason why
we Swedes are not anarchists. The necessary conditions are
lacking. ;

We did not come to America to live in the poorhouse or to
have the government pay for our board and lodging in any
other manner. We came because of our willingness and abil-
ity to work. In our philosophy hard and patient work means
assured success sooner or later. We are willing to do any
kind of work until we find something better. We would
rather work on the street than to go idle.

——
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We did not come to perpetuate Swedish customs or ideas in
this country. America, not Sweden, is our fatherland now.
We Americanize easily. The reason is, we have been a
cosmopolitan people for 2,000 years. The Vikings felt 'at
home everywhere; so do we. Of one thing I am certain;
American institutions fit us, and our ideas, hopes and ambi-
tions to perfection. We could hardly be happgf in dear q]d
Sweden again since we have seen and loved America and I‘.an}
nesota. Oh, yes, speak of love of fatherland and everythn?g
of that sort. We are proud of the history of the .Swedes in
Sweden, but we hope for better things for the SWGﬁ]Eh-AI[.lBI‘"
icans in thig country. The grandest and most perfect rea;!lza-
tion of the ideals of human history must be looked for right
among ourselves. In America those great principles which
decide temporal and eternal happiness shall Dbe ‘better' and
more perfectly understood, and will stand forth in a purer
revelation than in any other country, or among any o?her
people. To be an American is to be one of heaven’s ‘fa:vorltfes,
to be un-American, and yet remain here, is the unfailing sign
of a knave and of a fool. -

Fellow Swedes of Minnesota, the ages to come will bear
witness to your conduct, your patriotism, your devotion to a
great and noble cause. Upon you depends largely whether
the Swedes shall continue to be honored and loved in this new
nation of ours. May you help to make more and better his-
tory in America than Swedes ever did before. America :m
now our fatherland. Let us know no other. Teach your chil-
dren to love America and her free institutions with that de-
votion and forgetfulness of self so characteristic of our Swed-
ish people in all ages. Remember your {*ight.s. They are
the equal rights of every citizen of the United Sta-tes: I 001}1f1
not express it more forcibly; the rights of an American citl-
zen! Remember them, thank God for them, be true t.o them.

As the ages march by I can not but remember the trials, the
afflictions, the burdens and tears of mankind. Oh, how the
world always hoped for better times in the future. DBut the
hopes were often mangled, the peans of victory were hushed,
and the throbbing, the sad, desolate, hopeless throbbing, of
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the great human heart became more distinct. Oh, America,

thou art the hope of the ages, of the nations, thou art the answer

to prayers of a thousand years, uttered in song and poesy, in
the yet deeper unheard yearning of all those nations that were
leaders in the race of development. America, be true to thy
destiny, and as I think of the glorious future, of the unex-
ampled progress already made, of the unlimited resources at
thy disposal, of the devoted and unswerving patriotism of thy
sons and daughters, then I feel that there is nothing in the
entire political history of the world so grand, 8o inspiring, so
full of hope, as to be a citizen of the greatest, most christian
and civilized nation on earth, the American nation.

The following poem was read by the author, Mr. Ernst Lind-
blom, of Chicago:
Till Minneapolis.

I idoghetens land, _

Vid Mississippis téicka strand,

Der Anthony- och Minnehaha-fallen brusa,

En stad har stolt vixt opp. —

Det #éir den unga Vesterns hopp,

Dett hopp, som afundsjuka iin forgifves skt att grusa,.

Invid den breda elf,

Der indianen siig sig sjelf

Pi femtitalet vara herre uti trakten,

Har nu ett jiittebarn

Bygt hus vid hus och gvarn vid qvarn;

Och Minneapolis ér namnet pi den un ga makten,

Den firar uti dag

En storstadsfest af mirkligt sla z,

Som sympati i alla svenska hjertan roner.

Den firar minnet af

Den tid, di 6fver vida haf

De drogo till Columbi land, de férste Svithiods séner,

En liten koloni

De bildade, som fann sig fri,

Fastéin den under fjirran Svea-drotten lydde.

Den gick med flit och id

Framit. Det syntes, gom en ti d,

Di médan skulle bli belont, for Nya Sverige grydde.

—
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Den tiden ér nu hér;

Vi se uti den dag, som iir,

Det nya Sverige som ett stort och vidstriickt rike.
[nunder tidens lopp

ITa vira fiders stolta hopp

Forverkligats af landsmiin, hvilka varit fidren like.

De gamle sidde eladt

| firlig, varm fOrtrostan, att

De skulle berga skorden uti sgna dagar.

De trodde pi den trakt,

Der de ned svett och moda lagt,

De trodde pé sig sjelfve och pa Svea-kungens lagar,

Men siiden, en ging siadd,

Lag ofver sekler tva i brodd;

Nu forst den siigas kan ha spirat upp ur gruset.

De gamles koloni

Har blifvit stor, och den &r fri,

Sa linge verlden stir och stjernbaneret hdjs i ljuset.

Det nya Sverige iir

Iij lingre blott i Delaware,

Nej, det nir 6fver alla Unionens stater,
Inunder érens lopp

Ha svenshar hulpit bygga opp

Vir republik med tysta, ofta obeldnta dater,

Hvar fin de hittills bygt

Man nu dock péstd kan helt trygt,

Att Minnesota for dem blifvit hufvudorten,

De tyckas trifvas der,

Och Minneapolis det ir

Till deras lyckliga och néjda hem den Gppna porten.

Derfor ock der i dag

En fest kan firas af ett slag,

Som sympati i alla svenska hjertan roner.

Hogt lefve minnet af

Den tid, da 6fver vida haf

De drogo till Columbi land, de forste Svithiods soner!
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Miss Mary A. Brown, of Washington, made some interest-
ing remarks concerning the discovery of America in the year
1,000 by the Scandinavian Vikings, after which the presiding
officer announced that a number of congratulatory letters and
papers had been received, and read such of them as the late
hour permitted, whereupon the exercises closed by the sing-
ing of theone hundred and fiftieth (David’s) Psalm, accompan-
ied by Cappa’s band, and the vast audience reluctantly dis-
persed.
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CONGRATULATORY LETTERS AND PAPERS.

e

TELEGRAM TO KING OSCAR, STOCKHOLM.

The Swedes in America assembled at Minneapolis to cele-
brate the two hundred fiftieth anniversary of the landing of
the first Swedish colony on the Delaware, send your Majesty
affectionate greetings and assurances of filial love for the hon-
ored land that fostered them and us. H. MATTSON,

Chairman.
REPLY.

I am commanded by the King to express his thanks for tele-
oram and good wishes for the prosperity of the Scandinavian
colony at Minneapolis. 'PRINTZENSKOLD,

Chamberlain.

W ASHINGTON, D. C. Sept. 6, 1888.
Hans Mattson, Hsq., Chairman,

DEAR S1r: If it were possible I should find sincere pleas-
ure in joining with you and your associates in celebrating the
two hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the first Swedish
settlement in America.

The place of my birth and my present home—Wilmington,
Delaware—was, 1 conceive, one of the first, if not the first, of
the foot marks of Swedish enterprise in the new world.

Fort Christina, on the banks of the river Christiana, is
now Wilmington, and was once Willington—named after
Joseph Willing, of Bristol, in England, who migrated to
Pennsylvania (one of my ancestors on the maternal side),
married a Swedish lady and became possessed of the land
whereon the settlement was made and the town built.



